THE GHANAPUR DIAMONDS         255
tnents, The comestibles were in readiness in an ante-
room where, prior to the Prince's arrival, food and drink
had been prepared by the Maharajah own cooks and
sampled by an official taster, to insure that the viands
placed before the ruler by his wife's ayahs contained no
poison. In accordance with the custom of the East, the
Rani waited on her husband, and when the Maharaja
retired, harmony had been restored in the palace.
At Christmas, the Raja received a long letter from Mr,
West The American's affairs had improved and he
was restored to affluence. The concluding paragraphs
gave the Maharaja food for thought. They ran as
follows:
" Isn't it queer how small the world is ? Last
week, my wife and I were present at a swell reception
held in honour of a Russian prince, a near relative of
the murdered Czar.
All our ladies had on their swellest gowns, and Mrs*
West was much attracted by some mighty fine dia-
monds worn by her intimate friend, Mrs. Isaac Linder-
mann of New York, wife of the great financier of
whom Your Highness may have heard. To Mrs.
West's astonishment, Mrs. Lindermann stated that the
diamonds, a necklace and two bracelets, had recently
been purchased from Your Highness. My wife in-
sists that she recognized the jewels, because she actually
tried them on, when they were shown to us, during
our very delightful visit to Your Highness's interesting
and historic State.
Mrs. West was real worried as to how those stones
got to New York, for she feared they might have been
stolen from Your Highness and sold to Mr. Linder-
mann without Your Highness's knowledge. Think-
ing there must be some mystery which Your Highness
would wish cleared up, I called on Mr. Lindermann
next day. He, however, assured me that the diamonds